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.he five starzes, on a silver plate facing the east. The pen
sheuld be of gold, and the letters written with it on the
occasion should be of the Devanagara character, The
Brahmans should be sumptuously fed, and money remunera-
tions should be given to them as much as the jajaman could
afTord ^i I—12). Men should write the Puranas or books of
of the sacred literature after having first worshipped the
spiritual guide, the learning and the god Hari, and in the
mystic diagram (mandal) at the north east as previously
directed (131. The book should be seen reflected in water
in the pitchers as here before described and should be placed
in the bed, the ceremoney of endowing it with eyesight
having been performed (14). The Vedic Purusha Sukta and
the pranaba mantra (Om) should be mentally located in the
book, and with which it would become sentient as it were.
The sacrificial porridge should be cooked subsequent to that,
wherewith the priest and the brahmins should be fed, and
rsoney remunerations should also be given to them. The
book is to be carried in a litter, or on an elephant round the
city, and should be established and worshipped qn its return,
in a temple or an edifice, wrapped up in a piece of cloth!
it being compulsory to worship the book both before and
after reading (15—IJ). At an auspicious moment the book
should be read out for the peace of the world, and the
jajaman and such like persons should sprinkle water over a
chapter of the book (iB). The merit, O Brahman, of present-
ing a book to a brahmin is interminable, like the giving away
of a cow or of a plot of laad, as the gift of knowledge is held
to be the gift her excellence (19). Oh sinless son ol Brahms*
the merit of giving a book to a Brahmin ensures to the
donor a residence in the region of Vishnu for as many thou-
sand years as there are letters in the collection of palmyra
leaves which form the same. The man who makes a present
of a book on the Pancharatra philosophy or of one bekmgiog
to the group of Puranas, carries up with him, his twenty o»e

